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Dr. Juan Franeisco Mujiea, Legal Adviser to the Comrunist Party of Tolombia
(pPCC), stated at a recent meeting of the Fxecutive Cormittee that he had been

in conversation with Colombian Minister of Government Dario Dchandla the
previous day, 16 Aupust 1948, He credited Echandia with the following statements
concerning the Liheral Party:

1. The Liberal Party is currently split by internal schism caused by the personal
ambitions and lack of foresight of Party leaders, especially Dr. Zuardo
Santos. The recent appointment of Antonio Ordonez Ceballos to the position of
Comptroller General demonstrates the internal disorpanization of the Party a.nd .
the political ineapacity of its leaders. The Liberal Party shonld have
supported and elected Hernan Isalas Ibarra to thla post, which action wonld have
esused the Conservitive minority in the Asce-bly to resign. This would have
lef't President Mariano Osnina Perez, a Conservative, presiding over a Government
composed entirely of Tiberal Party menbers. The President had revortedly
ﬂateporical y stated that he would resign should this occur. Jith the resipg-
nation of Ospina Perez, the Presidency would have been turne?! over to Santos,
the "Primer Designado" (Vice-President), who is a Liberal, with conservitive
tendencies. Santos and the Liberal Congressmen wo:ld have been able to assure
the triumph of their Party in the elections, since they would have had six
ronths in nower before calling new eloctions.

2. The dissession in the Liberal Partyv over the apvointment of the Compiroller
General may result in an electoral vietory for the Conservative Party in the
March 1949 elestions. Eshandia was apparsntly e-bittered by the attitude of
the Liberal Party leaders, especially Santos, and expressed his intention of
resigning from polities unlsss conditions imoroved in the near future.
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